
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 46, “POLICE DEPARTMENT AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT” OF THE MOBILE CITY CODE 

 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMEMBER CORY PENN 
 
 WHEREAS “no-knock” and “pre-dawn” raids by law enforcement authorities are 
increasingly viewed as dangerous and require strict scrutiny; and  
 
 WHEREAS it is desirable that law enforcement no-knock raids and raids in pre-
dawn hours only be conducted in circumstances warranting such an action for the safety of 
law enforcement officers and the citizens of Mobile; and 
 
 WHEREAS there is a need for the circumstances under which such raids are 
approved and occur to be clear; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MOBILE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION ONE: Chapter 46 of the Mobile City Code is hereby amended to add Section 
46-11 titled “No-Knock Search Warrants and Pre-Dawn Raids” as follows: 
 

(a) Definitions. 
 
(1) No-Knock Search Warrant: Any search warrant issued by a judge or 

magistrate and executed upon a premises that does not require those 
executing the warrant to knock and announce themselves and their 
purpose at the premises. 
 

(2) Pre-Dawn Raid: Any pre-planned police action not in response to an 
emergency call, whether pursuant to a lawfully issued warrant or 
otherwise, carried out between midnight and dawn. 

 
(b) Use of no-knock warrants banned; exceptions. 
 

(1) No-Knock Warrants Banned. No law enforcement personnel 
employed by the City of Mobile shall seek, execute, or participate in 
the execution of a no-knock warrant at any location within the 
boundaries of the City of Mobile. 
 

(2) Exceptions. No-knock warrants may be sought in limited 
circumstances where the Chief of Police and the Director of Public 



Safety approve of same in writing and certify there is probable cause 
to believe (A) that entry to the premises at issue without a no-knock 
warrant poses a serious risk of injury to law enforcement personnel or 
citizens; and (B) there is felony activity going on at the premises. 

 
(c) Pre-dawn raids banned; exceptions. 

 
(1) Pre-Dawn Raids. No law enforcement personnel employed by the 

City of Mobile shall authorize or perform a pre-dawn raid as defined 
in this section. 
 

(2) Exceptions. A pre-dawn raid may be authorized if the Chief of Police 
and the Director of Public Safety approve of same in writing and 
certify there is probable cause to believe (A) that pre-dawn entry to 
the premises at issue is necessary to prevent a serious risk of injury to 
law enforcement personnel or citizens; and (B) there is felony activity 
going on at the premises. 

 
SECTION TWO: Miscellaneous. 
 

(a) The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any part of this ordinance 
is declared invalid, unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, that declaration shall not affect the part or parts 
that remain. 

 
(b) This ordinance shall be effective within the City of Mobile immediately upon 

its adoption and publication as required by law. 
 

 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 


